WBL-PRO Professional Peer Network: The team talks with the professionals –
Federico Campos, Madrid, Spain

We are very happy to present to you today Federico
Campos who is part of the team of INFODEF Institute
for the Promotion of Development and Training - a private
and independent center for Research, Development and
Innovation from Spain. They design innovative tools,
methodologies, products and services that respond to
current social and economic challenges and enable to
anticipate and drive the changes needed to achieve future
goals and objectives in society.

Please find below what he has shared with the WBL-PRO team about one of their
projects addressing a specific work-based learning challenge and providing a
solution:
“There is strong evidence that work-based learning helps to equip young people with the
skills that can improve their employability and ease the transition from school to work.
The European Commission has called upon governments, social partners and education
and training providers to promote apprenticeships and other forms of work-based
learning (High-performance apprenticeships & WBL, EC). There is an increasing and
urgent need in Europe to boost and support the participation of SMEs in apprenticeship.
Nevertheless, many companies, particularly SMEs, do not see a net benefit in
introducing apprenticeships due to associated direct and indirect costs.
Although apprenticeships can be a burden to employers, there are also benefits, of
which the employers are often unaware. Training young people through WBL represents
an important tool to react in a flexible, efficient and concrete way to the needs of the
company. In-company trainers responsible for training/mentoring learners benefit by
developing their skills and competences as trainers but also by developing new
knowledge, since learners bring new perspectives and challenges as they learn.
The aim of APP & TEACH project we are involved in is to facilitate the participation of
SMEs in apprenticeship by equipping in-company VET trainers with the necessary skills
and innovative ICT-based tools to support both the management and the training
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activities involved in apprenticeship programs. To do so, an alliance of VET experts and
providers, companies and intermediary bodies from 8 countries - Austria, France, Greece,
Ireland, Italy, Portugal, Spain and United Kingdom work together to lead the project and
cocreate and test innovative methods and freely accessible OER.
The project is applying European frameworks and instruments, like EQF, ECVET,
EQAVET, Europass and EPALE, to promote and boost transparency and recognition of
competences and qualifications, transnational mobility and the transferability of the
project outputs to other VET experts and providers, companies and intermediary bodies
at local, regional, national and European level, with the active support and cooperation of
a network of key associated partners and relevant stakeholders involved in the project.”

Please feel most welcome to like our facebook page and join the linkedin group to get
acquainted with many best practices and other useful materials, tools and resources
supporting the high quality performance of work-based professionals around Europe and
beyond its borders!
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